Cervical Adenocarcinoma: Diagnosis of Human Papillomavirus-Positive and Human Papillomavirus-Negative Tumors.
- Cervical adenocarcinomas span a diverse group of tumors with several distinct histologic tumor types, which include endocervical, endometrioid, intestinal, villoglandular, gastric, signet ring, serous, clear cell, and mesonephric. Diagnosis of cervical adenocarcinoma, especially early diagnosis, poses a significant challenge. - To review the pathogenesis, diagnostic criteria, immunohistochemical markers, and differential diagnosis of various subtypes of human papillomavirus (HPV)-positive and HPV-negative cervical adenocarcinomas. The paper presents a concise summary of the issues that may be particularly difficult in histopathologic diagnosis, such as differentiating neoplastic lesions from benign mimics, determining the tumor type, differentiating early invasive lesions from adenocarcinoma in situ, measuring the depth of invasion, and, finally, differentiating primary cervical adenocarcinoma from uterine endometrioid adenocarcinoma and tumors metastatic from other primary sites. - The study employed a PubMed search of recently published reports. - Early detection of HPV-positive tumor types may be aided with the expansion of HPV testing; however, early diagnosis of HPV-negative cervical adenocarcinomas will continue to pose a challenge and may require the development of additional molecular testing techniques.